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To kick off the year 2025, ‘Music of Friends’ will bring you
recordings from some of the best local arts groups and visiting
musicians. First on the list is The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Chorus (CU Chorus). Under the direction of music director Leon
Chu, the choir completed its inaugural tour to the United States in
June, impressing audiences with our very own Cantonese songs.

CU Chorus is renowned for presenting programmes with diverse
themes, including several composer-portrait concerts featuring
original choral works and arrangements by Eric Whitacre, Ola
Gjeilo, Jan Tien-hao, Joseph Koo, Ng Cheuk-yin and many more,
significantly influencing repertoire expansion in the local choral
scene. They will commence with musical gems from Bruckner, de
Silva, Palestrina, Ola Gjeilo, and Arvo Part.

In the second week, we are delighted to welcome visiting Korean
pianist Chi Ho Han to the stage. A former student of Prof. Arie
Vardi, Han is currently an Associate Professor at the Indiana
University Jacobs School of Music. He has been praised by
Sitddeutsche Zeitung in Germany, which described his playing as
'‘between Wilhelm Kempff and Glenn Gould'.

As a top prize winner at competitions such as the Queen Elisabeth
International Competition, the Gina Bachauer International Artists
Piano Competition, the Beethoven Competition, and the Schubert
Competition, he will present a programme featuring works by
Ravel and Rachmaninov.

In the third week, we are delighted to welcome back Hong Kong-
born flautist Joel Sumlok Tse. Raised in the United States, Tse
has served as Principal Flute for the Hong Kong Philharmonic,
the New World Symphony and the Toledo Symphony. Tse is also a
sought-after guest flautist, having performed with such renowned
ensembles as the English Chamber Orchestra and the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra. A dedicated educator and a torchbearer
of the William Bennett tradition, his solo and chamber music
engagements have taken him across five continents. He will
enchant Radio 4 listeners with delightful classics that are not to
be missed.

To conclude the month, we are excited to welcome back pianist
Tra Nguyen. This acclaimed British-Vietnamese artist captivates
audiences with performances described as ‘coruscating’

(The Independent), 'sophisticated’ (Rheinpfalz-Zeitung), and
showcasing ‘surpassing keyboard artistry and passion’ (American
Record Guide).

Nguyen's distinguished discography, which has received
worldwide airplay on major classical networks, includes

notable world premiere recordings of overlooked works. For the
2025/26 season, she has embarked on a significant project
presenting Scriabin’s complete ten piano sonatas in concert.
Her performances have been broadcast live on BBC Radio 3 and
Vietnam National Television. For her return to Radio 4, we will
have the pleasure of listening to her perform a Scriabin sonata,
alongside works by Mozart, Chopin, and Mendelssohn.
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